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Yet here had he not speedy succour lent
To his endangered father, near opprest,
That day had seen the full accomplishment
Of all his travails, and his final rest :
For Mars-like Douglas all his forces bent
T'encounter and to grapple with the best ;
As if disdaining any other thing
To do, that day, but to subdue a king.
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And three with fiery courage he assails,
Three, all as kings adorn'd in royal wise ;
And each successive after other quails,
Still wond'ring whence so many kings should rise.
And doubting lest his hand or eyesight fails,
In these confounded, on a fourth he flies,
And him unhorses too: whom, had he sped,
He then all kings in him had vanquished.

For Henry had divided, as it were,
The person of himself into four parts,
To be less known, and yet known everywhere,
The more to animate his people's hearts :
Who, cheered by his presence, would not spare
To execute their best and worthiest parts.
By which two special things effected are,
His safety, and his subjects' better care.
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And never worthy prince a day did quit
With greater hazard and with more renown,
Than thou didst, mighty Henry, in this fight;
Which ' only made thee owner of thine own :
Thou never prov'dst the tenure of thy right,
How thou didst hold thy easy-gotten crown,
Till now : and now, thou show'st thyself chief lord,
By that especial right of kings, the sword.
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